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Repairer of the Breach 
Isaiah 58:1-12      

 
On this Christian journey we may have failed to observe God’s law, code of conduct, or keep up 
our end of the covenant. Sometimes unknowingly we have committed a breach of confidence. 
We have broken trust with our actions or inactions. When we have committed a breach and 
God has provided a way to repair the breach. We have to recognize our sins, faults, and 
shortcomings and repent, and turn to God. God will extend grace and or mercy when we have 
messed up. Fasting is the way to tune our spirits to what the Holy Spirit is speaking to us. Life 
can block our view, clog our hearing, and stop our forward momentum. Therefore, we fast to 
hear what God is speaking. We fast to shine a light into the darkness of our souls. Sometimes 
there are hidden, shadowy emotions and actions that have stifled our growth. Inactions like 
unforgiveness and feelings of bitterness, jealousy, hatred, rage, discord, sexual immorality, and 
selfish ambitions keep the fruit of the spirit from growing in our life. 
 
God’s chosen fast is to: loose the chains of injustice, break yokes of bondage, and set the 
oppressed free so that we can share our food with the hungry, shelter the homeless, and clothe 
the naked.  True worship reveals our stuff because we are in the presence of God, who is holy. 
Our sinfulness, inadequacies, and bad behavior is uncovered in the presence of God. We 
worship God in spirit and in truth. We come as an empty vessel seeking to be filled with God’s 
Holy Spirit, love, righteousness, and goodness. Often we are crippled by our stinking thinking, 
our unwillingness to surrender our will to God’s will. As we embark upon the Daniel fast this 
Lenten season, we are asking God to examine our  heart, to change our thinking, to enable us to 
act upon our faith, and to open our eyes and heart to God’s will for our life. 
 
Reverend Dr. Brigitte A. Black 
 

Prayer 
Great and awesome God, You are our deliverer and protector. You are our provider and healer. 
Lord, we confess we have sinned and fallen short. Forgive us of our sin of complacency, sin of 
silence and sin of a dead faith that will not work. Empower us to do your will. Grant us a holy 
boldness to speak up and out against injustice and unrighteousness. This we pray in the 
powerful name of Jesus Christ our Lord and savior. 
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Stewardship Moment 
 

Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns will 
be filled to overflowing …Proverbs 3:9-10a NIV 

We are at a critical junction in the life of God’s church and in our country.  Our communities are 
being infested with destruction, drugs, and despair. People are looking for answers.  The state 
of Illinois is yet again without a budget. This will affect many social service agencies and 
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schools. The country is reeling and rocking from executive orders that affect refugees, 
immigration, and the ecology. We Christians, know the solution is a personal relationship with 
God.  During times of trouble, turmoil, and tragedy we look to God for comfort and strength 
and are assured that through it all God is faithful and just.  We seek to be more “God-centered” 
less stressed by the cares of the world that keep us self-centered. To be God-Centered requires 
that we set our affections on things above and seek first the kingdom of God and God’s 
righteousness.  It means to cast our cares on the LORD and He will sustain us because He will 
never let the righteous fall.  [Psalm 55:22]   Our desire is to allow God to rule and reign over 
finances, health, security, family, and every area of our lives.   
Therefore, in order to glorify God in our giving we desire the church to become a 100% tithing 
church.  As we move closer and closer to becoming a 100% tithing church, God will continue to 
pour us out blessings that we will not have room enough to receive. If you do not tithe 
regularly, we ask that you would bring your firstfruits to God. The concept of firstfruits offering 
is rooted in the biblical context of bringing the firstborn of the flocks, first vegetables and first 
grains to the Lord.  The first was considered the best portion of what one has to give.  In 
Deuteronomy 26:10-11 says, “and now I bring the firstfruits of the soil that you, O LORD, have 
given me."  Place the basket before the LORD your God and bow down before him.  And you 
and the Levites and the aliens among you shall rejoice in all the good things the LORD your God 
has given to you and your household.” This firstfruits were given in gratitude for the abundant 
blessings God had bestowed on the people. Beginning Sunday, March 5, 2017, and every first 
Sunday, the members and friends of Wayman African Methodist Episcopal Church are going to 
celebrate the goodness of the LORD by bringing their firstfruits to God. The call is for every 
member to honor God by obeying God’s mandate to give your tithes and offerings.     

 If you are not a tither, the call is for you to step out on faith and give a full tithe on 
Sunday, March 5, 2017 and thereafter.  

 If you currently tithe from your net income, the call is for you to tithe from your gross 
income. 

 If you currently divide your tithe among various ministries and accounts on the 
envelope, the call is for you to give the full tithe on the line marked Tithe/Offering.  Any 
amount over the tithe would be given to the various ministries.    

 If you currently are tithing from your gross, the call is for you to give, in addition to the 
tithe, a tithe of the tithe, (10% more than the tithe), or a special sacrificial offering in 
thanksgiving to God’s love, mercy, and grace.  

 We need to step out on faith and believe God’s word for all of our sustenance.  God has 
said, “I will supply your every need.”  Give glory to God through generous giving. The 
Church of Wayman has been called to mount up with wings of eagle and soar. 

“One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 
A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.” [Proverbs 

11:24-25 (NIV)] 
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Please remember to invest $1.00 per week in our youth by giving to Youth Lay 

Scholarship which is over and above your tithe. Thank you! 
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Scripture Reference 

Isaiah 58:1-12    
New Living Translation (NLT) 

True and False Worship 

1“Shout with the voice of a trumpet blast. Shout aloud! Don’t be timid. Tell my people Israel of their sins! 
2 Yet they act so pious! They come to the Temple every day and seem delighted to learn all about me. 

They act like a righteous nation that would never abandon the laws of its God. They ask me to take 

action on their behalf, pretending they want to be near me. 
3 ‘We have fasted before you!’ they say. ‘Why aren’t you impressed? We have been very hard on 

ourselves, and you don’t even notice it!’ “I will tell you why!” I respond. “It’s because you are fasting to 

please yourselves. Even while you fast, you keep oppressing your workers. 
4 What good is fasting when you keep on fighting and quarreling? This kind of fasting will never get you 

anywhere with me. 
5 You humble yourselves by going through the motions of penance, bowing your heads like reeds 

bending in the wind. You dress in burlap and cover yourselves with ashes. Is this what you call fasting? 

Do you really think this will please the LORD? 
6 “No, this is the kind of fasting I want: Free those who are wrongly imprisoned; lighten the burden of 

those who work for you. Let the oppressed go free, and remove the chains that bind people. 
7 Share your food with the hungry, and give shelter to the homeless. Give clothes to those who need 

them, and do not hide from relatives who need your help. 
8 “Then your salvation will come like the dawn, and your wounds will quickly heal. Your godliness will 

lead you forward, and the glory of the LORD will protect you from behind.  
9 Then when you call, the LORD will answer. ‘Yes, I am here,’ he will quickly reply. 

“Remove the heavy yoke of oppression. Stop pointing your finger and spreading vicious rumors! 
10 Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble. Then your light will shine out from the darkness, and the 

darkness around you will be as bright as noon. 
11 The LORD will guide you continually, giving you water when you are dry and restoring your strength. 

You will be like a well-watered garden, like an ever-flowing spring. 
12 Some of you will rebuild the deserted ruins of your cities. Then you will be known as a rebuilder of 

walls and a restorer of homes. 

 


