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Do What You Have the Power to Do!
Luke 8:1-3
Sometimes we look at other people, what they have and what they do and wish we could have
and do the same. God has gifted each of us uniquely. We do not have to be like others. We can
be who God called and made us to be. The kingdom of God would be boring if we all were
exactly alike. God created us different, gave us different gifting’s so the kingdom of God would
have variety. You have heard it said variety is the spice of life. Enjoy who and what God has
given you and do what you have the power to do!
There was a group of women who followed Jesus. They were not named among the twelve
disciples but they were significant and had an important role in Jesus’ ministry. Mary
Magdalene was one of the certain women who followed Jesus and adhered to his teachings.
Magdala is an ancient settlement along the Sea of Galilee that was known for it’s agricultural,
fishing, and trade center. Mary was a woman of wealth from Magdala whom Jesus cast seven
demons out of. Once the demons were no longer oppressing her, she served and followed Jesus
all the days of his life on earth. She was there at the cross, she was the first to see the risen
Lord, she was the first to be commissioned an evangelist. Our text tells us that she supported
Jesus ministry out of her own means, her salary, her energy, her money, and her wealth. Mary
provided for Jesus ministry out of what had been given her. She showed her gratitude for being
delivered, healed, and saved in a tangible way, by following and serving Jesus. She did what she
had the power to do! She lived a life of thanks living. Sometimes folks are healed, delivered,
and saved and they do not serve Jesus. Do what you have the power to do!
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God of magnificence and might, You have done great things in our lives. You have been our
healer, deliverer, salvation, refuge, protector and provider and we are thankful. You have made
the crooked roads in our life straight. You have leveled the valleys and given us the power to
tell the mountains to get out of our way. Thank You, God, for caring, sitting high and looking
low and seeing our need. We have gathered to worship and praise You. We come casting our
cares upon You because You said You would sustain us. You have been our battle axe in war.
You have defended and delivered us. We are free to be who You have called and made us to be.
We have looked at ourselves and named what has hindered us and beset us and we have asked
You to take those things out of our lives. You have been faithful to Your promises to us. We live
to praise and honor You. We praise You for what you have done, are doing, and will do in our
lives. We trust You, to deliver, heal, and save those connected to us. This prayer of thanksgiving
we offer in the name of Jesus. Amen
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We give with an attitude of gratitude. We are thankful for what You have done in our lives. We
give our all because all that we have You have given us. We serve with the gifts You have given
us. We give our tithes and offering out of what You have made possible in our lives. We choose
to live so You can use us to Your honor and glory. We give out of our gratitude and thankfulness
for all that you have done.
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Luke 8:1-3
The Parable of the Sower
1

After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been
cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had
come out; 3 Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many
others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means.
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