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I Will Listen 

Psalm 85:6-13 

What are we listening to? People have on very large earphones, others have on ear buds what 
are they listening to? Are they listening to “fake news,” songs of hate and violence? What are 
people listening to? Spiritually, politically, and economically we are in a difficult space and 
place. If we ever needed to listen to God, this is the time to turn to God and to listen. We have 
to filter what we listen to. Some stuff poisons our viewpoint, our way of thinking and doing. Not 
everyone has your best interest at heart. Not everyone is going to tell the truth. It matters who 
we listen to.  As adults, we cannot succumb to peer pressure just because everyone else is 
doing it and allowing it to happen does not make it right. 

The children of Israel found themselves in a place and space where they needed to be revived 
and restored. They were calling upon God to shower them with blessings, to show His unfailing 
love, and restore them. They had fallen out of God’s good graces. Sometimes when bad 
happens we feel as though God has forsaken us or has caused our calamity. Regardless the 
trouble does not feel good, so we call upon the Lord to bless us, to deliver, to save us, to make 
our crooked roads straight, to level our mountains, and exalt our valleys. Life can be difficulty 
and we need the strong arm of God to lean upon. We need God to be our refuge, our wisdom, 
and our peace amid storms. We can ride out the storm knowing God is on our side. It is a critical 
time in our lives, we need to listen to God who gives sound judgment. We do not know what to 
believe, which news is real, who is telling the whole truth and nothing but the truth. Turn your 
ear to God because God is still speaking.  God is speaking truth and life to us.  God is capable 
and willing to revive and restore people, churches and nations.  Are you willing to listen to God? 
Pray for peace, act peacefully, speak love and encouragement, I will listen to God and God 
promises peace to His faithful servants.  

Long, long ago in that manager a baby was born who will bring peace on earth and goodwill to 
everyone. That baby grew up to be the salvation of the world! Will you listen?  He is coming 
back as Judge and King! 
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Almighty and awesome God, we praise You and magnify Your name. You are great and faithful. 
Your mercy and grace carry us through the troubles of this life. As we pray for peace this 
Advent season we are profoundly aware that our actions and reactions are what brings about 
peace. Teach us to be instruments of peace. Let the words of our mouth, the meditations of our 
heart, and our actions make for peace is stressful situations, and calm amid of chaos. May we 
share Your love in the lives of all we encounter.  Lord, heal the brokenhearted. Comfort those 
who grieve, mourn, and are bereaved. Provide life sustaining resources for those who are 
without shelter, food, and clothes. Put out the fires in California so the people may start the 
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rebuilding and restoration process. Those who are waiting on a miracle in their medical 
situation grant it. Our hope is in you showing up with power. May we be more tolerant and 
understanding in strained relationships. Draw us nearer to You. Glory and honor belong to You. 
May we use every opportunity that comes before us to lead someone to Jesus Christ. This we 
pray in the name and power of Jesus Christ.  
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Let us be mindful that our stewardship during this season is more about presence and not so 
much presents. It is good to receive gifts and give gifts. It is even better to give the gift of 
eternal life and to be available to your loved ones. Use this season to reconnect and tell them 
the good news of Jesus Christ. Be willing to explaining your hope is in Jesus Christ returning to 
earth as King and Judge and the need to prepare and be ready for His return. Stewardship is 
about our living and what we do with all that has been entrusted to our care and management. 
We have the authority to bring about peace in our actions and reactions. Go and be a source of 
encouragement to others. Let us speak words of hope, love, joy, and peace to all  
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Psalm 85:6-13 
6 Will you not revive us again, 

    that your people may rejoice in you? 7 Show us your unfailing love, Lord, 

    and grant us your salvation. 8 I will listen to what God the Lord says; 

    he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants— 

    but let them not turn to folly. 9 Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, 

    that his glory may dwell in our land. 10 Love and faithfulness meet together; 

    righteousness and peace kiss each other. 11 Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, 

    and righteousness looks down from heaven. 12 The Lord will indeed give what is good, 

    and our land will yield its harvest. 13 Righteousness goes before him 

    and prepares the way for his steps. 
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