
 

 

God Has A Plan!   

Jeremiah 29:11-13   

Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? [Matthew 6:27 NIV] 

A law-abiding, honest man received a voicemail that said, “This is officer _______ from the 
police department. Please call me at this number.” Immediately the man began to worry—
afraid that somehow, he had done something wrong. He was afraid to return the call, and he 
even spent sleepless nights running through possible scenarios—worried that he was in some 
kind of trouble. The officer never called back, but it took weeks for the worry to go away. 

Jesus asked an interesting question about worry: “Can any one of you by worrying add a single 
hour to your life?” [Matthew 6:27 NIV]. Perhaps this can help us rethink our tendency to 
worry, because it suggests that it doesn’t help the situation we’re concerned about. 

When problems are on the horizon for us, maybe we can try the following two-step approach: 
Take action and trust in God. If we can do something to avoid the problem, let’s try that route. 
We can pray for God to guide us to an action we should take. But if there’s nothing we can do, 
we can take comfort in knowing that God never finds Himself in such a predicament. He can 
always act on our behalf. We can always turn our situation over to Him in trust and confidence. 

When it feels like time to worry, may we turn to the inspired words of King David, who faced his 
own share of difficulties and worries, but concluded: “Cast your cares on the Lord and he will 
sustain you” [Psalm 55:22 NIV]. What a great alternative to worry! 

What worries do you need to give to God today? 

Father, You know what faces me today. I am turning my cares over to You. Please strengthen 
me and help me to trust You with the struggles I face. 

https://odb.org/2019/01/08/an-alternative-to-worry/. 

Dave Branon 

God of creation, we thank you for this New Year another chance to worship, witness, and work 
in and for Your kingdom. We are grateful to see the light of a new year and all the opportunities 
that will be afforded to us. We praise and exalt Your name. You are awesome and we adore 
You. 

We confess that we have not done or said all that You have given us to do. We have sinned and 
fallen short. We have missed opportunities to tell others about Your goodness. We were afraid 
and did not know how to begin the conversation. Grant us a holy boldness in this New Year to 
speak of Your goodness and greatness whenever and wherever.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Jeremiah+29%3A11-13&version=NIV


 

 

Pour out Your kingdom blessings upon us. We want to experience Your power and glory in new 
ways this year. We desire to draw nearer to you through daily prayer and bible reading. Speak 
to us through Your word and in our prayer time. Make clear our purpose that we may fulfill it in 
our endeavors. We need your direction and guidance as we travel on this journey. We need 
Your strength. Increase our faith, trust, and reliance upon You. Change our hearts to be more 
inclined to Your will and way. Open our eyes and ears that we may see and hear You.  

Hear our prayers and heal the sick. Save the lost, free the captive, deliver those in bondage, 
draw our children closer to You. Provide for their needs and protect them from roaring lions 
that try and devour them.  Break every chain that keeps us from worshipping, praying, and 
witnessing.  May we walk in the fullness and abundance of Your grace and mercy. May Your 
blessings overtake us in this New Year. This we pray in the name and power of Jesus Christ. 
Amen!  

Reverend Dr. Brigitte A. Black 

 

• Tithe & Offering – a tithe is 10% of your gross income 

• Connectional Budget – everyone is asked to contribute $250 towards our connectional budget 

• Building Maintenance & Repair – ongoing maintenance and repair of this building 

• Love Offering – an offering for the pastor (formerly class dues) 

• Community Outreach – benevolence in the community and within the church 

• Agape Dance – to help with the cost of outfits, dance shoes, and whatever props they need for 
the dance ministry 

• Lay Organization – everyone who is not ordained is a lay person, to help with the block party 

• Lay Scholarship – asked to give $52.00 a year to fund scholarships for graduating high school 
seniors.  

• Women’s Missionary Society – to help with missions work 

• Young People’s Department – the youth ministry of the church 

• Capital Campaign – to fund the major repairs, tuck pointing, roof, plaster and paint sanctuary 
and kitchen 

• Other  – anything not included in the above. 

Reverend Dr. Brigitte A. Black 

Seek The Lord!   

Jeremiah 29:11-13   
11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, 
and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Jeremiah+29%3A11-13&version=NIV

