
 

 

God Sees Our Sadness And Will Restore Our Brokenness!   

Nehemiah 2:1-10 

We handle bad news by grieving and mourning, fasting and praying, and waiting. Handling bad 
news is beyond our emotional, social, or spiritual resources. Therefore, we must seek God face, 
plan, and resources. God will give a vision for handling bad news and how to proceed. Vision is 
a journey not just a destination. Nehemiah collected information about his homeland, he was 
discontent with the status quo, and he was still so he could hear and know God’s plan. The 
status quo accepts the way things are, they are not interested in making things right because 
they do not believe they can make a change or have the resources to change. Change is difficult 
for many people.  The period of waiting is a preparation period. We need God’s wisdom, 
strength, and help in handling bad news and moving forward. The waiting and preparation 
period for Nehemiah was about fourth months (Kislev – November/ December and Nisan -
March/ April).  

The next step in God’s plan was for Nehemiah to approach the king. This would take courage, 
boldness, and determination. The king had halted the work of restoring Jerusalem a few years 
earlier. In order to move forward Nehemiah required the king’s permission and resources. As, 
Nehemiah performed his cup bearing duties the king noticed his sad countenance. Servants are 
never to show their negative emotions before the king because they could be misinterpreted as 
dissatisfaction with the king. Nevertheless, Nehemiah answered the king and appealed to the 
king’s humanity and sense of respect and decency. “May the king live forever! Why should my 
face not look sad when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have 
been destroyed by fire?”  [Nehemiah 2:3 NIV] The king was touched in a positive way and 
asked, “What is it you want?” [Nehemiah 2:4 NIV] Nehemiah laid out the plans and vision that 
God had given him. Timing and the right words to get the people on board are important in 
executing the plans that God has given you. The king had the resources that Nehemiah would 
need to be successful. 

Consequently, as we endeavor to restore the Wayman AMEC temple, the west side of 
Bloomington, IL, and our bodies the vision, the plan, the resources, and timing are important 
for implementing what God has given us to do. The vision is greater than us and what we have. 
God will line up the resources and the people for us to go forward. Yes, it may not have worked 
in the past but God’s timing (Kairos) is always perfect. Years previous, the restoration of 
Jerusalem was not possible because of the king being a hindrance to progress. With God all 
things are possible. Reverend Dr. Brigitte A. Black 

God of love and justice, we thank you for the life, witness, social justice ministry, and testimony 
of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  The dream of a beloved community has become a 
nightmare. O God help Your people to be more loving and kinder towards each other.  May we 
all work for justice, fairness, and equality. Let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a 
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never-failing stream! We call upon You to intervene in this government shutdown and open the 
US government and pay the people. Provide the resources to care for the homeless and hungry. 
Open our eyes that we may see, open our ears that we may hear, and touch our minds that we 
may conceive and discern where You are at work and join Your ministry, God. This we pray in 
the name and power of Jesus Christ. Amen! Reverend Dr. Brigitte A. Black 

 

God has given us what we need to implement the vision. Some of us have our resources tied up in 
debt. It is time for us to get out from under the stress of debt, high interest rates, and living on 
credit cards. It is time for us to be better managers of the financial resources we have been given. 
Fast, pray, and seek God for the plan for your finances and wisdom. 

Reverend Dr. Brigitte A. Black 

Artaxerxes Sends Nehemiah to Jerusalem   

Nehemiah 2:1-10 

1 In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for 
him, I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his presence before, 2 so the 
king asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing but 
sadness of heart.” I was very much afraid, 3 but I said to the king, “May the king live forever! 
Why should my face not look sad when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and 
its gates have been destroyed by fire?” 4 The king said to me, “What is it you want?” Then I 
prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and I answered the king, “If it pleases the king and if your 
servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors 
are buried so that I can rebuild it.” 6 Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, 
“How long will your journey take, and when will you get back?” It pleased the king to send me; 
so I set a time. 7 I also said to him, “If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of 
Trans-Euphrates, so that they will provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah? 8 And may I 
have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the royal park, so he will give me timber to make beams for 
the gates of the citadel by the temple and for the city wall and for the residence I will occupy?” 
And because the gracious hand of my God was on me, the king granted my requests. 9 So I went 
to the governors of Trans-Euphrates and gave them the king’s letters. The king had also sent 
army officers and cavalry with me. 10 When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite 
official heard about this, they were very much disturbed that someone had come to promote 
the welfare of the Israelites. 
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