
 

 

God Sees Our Sadness And Will Restore Our Brokenness!   

Nehemiah 2:11-20 

The third sermon in the series “Restoring Brokenness.” There is a billboard on Interstate 55 that 
says “Illinois is Broken.” People everywhere are acknowledging brokenness. The government, 
relationships, families, and people are broken. Brokenness includes physical, social, and 
psychological. People of God need the help and strength of Jesus Christ to repair, rebuild, and 
restore the brokenness.  Nehemiah had heard about the dismal plight of his people in 
Jerusalem. He fasted, prayed in preparation for God’s instructions and guidance. God 
downloaded the vision of restoration in Nehemiah’s spirit. Nehemiah approached his boss, the 
king of Persia, and asked for permission to go and letters of consent for safe passage, and wood 
to build. The king granted his request and sent a military escort with him. 

Nehemiah arrives in Jerusalem and for three days prayed and surveyed the situation and 
gathered a few men that he could trust. He acquainted himself with the extent of the 
destruction to the walls and gates and developed a working plan. Afterwards, he revealed to 
the Jews why he had come to Jerusalem. He inspired them by just telling to look at the 
devastation, now come let us rebuild. He went on to say, “God’s gracious hand was upon him 
and had granted him favor with king Artaxerxes.” Their despair turned to hope. They responded 
to Nehemiah’s challenge affirmatively and said “let’s rebuild the wall.” In the midst of the 
people who wanted to help with the rebuilding there were those who opposed the work. For 
whatever reason they did not want the restoration to go forth.  

Similarly, when you decide to be obedient to God and move out of your regular routine there 
will be those who oppose you. Your hope and trust is in God who called you, who sends you, 
and who provides for you. God provides for what needs to be accomplished. God’s gracious 
hand is upon you. Reverend Dr. Brigitte A. Black 

God of restoration, help us to repair, rebuild, and restore the brokenness in our world. In Jesus 
name we pray! Amen! Reverend Dr. Brigitte A. Black 

 

Our New Offering Envelope 

Tithe & Offering – a tithe is 10% of your gross income 

Connectional Budget – everyone is asked to contribute $250 towards our connectional budget 

Building Maintenance & Repair – ongoing maintenance and repair of this building 

Love Offering – an offering for the pastor (formerly class dues) 

Community Outreach – benevolence in the community and within the church (formerly 
benevolence) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah+2%3A11-20&version=NIV


 

 

Agape Dance – to help with the cost of outfits, dance shoes, and whatever props they need for the 
dance ministry 

Lay Organization – everyone who is not ordained is a lay person, to help with the block party 

Lay Scholarship – asked to give $52.00 a year to fund scholarships for graduating high school 
seniors.  

Women’s Missionary Society – to help with missions’ work 

Young People’s Department – the youth ministry of the church 

Capital Campaign – to fund the major repairs, tuck pointing, roof, plaster and paint sanctuary and 
kitchen, Your pledge monies  

Other – anything not included in the above  

Other – anything not included in the above 

******************************************************************************** 

Reverend Dr. Brigitte A. Black 

Nehemiah Inspects Jerusalem’s Walls   

Nehemiah 2:11-20 

11 I went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days 12 I set out during the night with a few 
others. I had not told anyone what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem. There were 
no mounts with me except the one I was riding on. 13 By night I went out through the Valley 
Gate toward the Jackal Well and the Dung Gate, examining the walls of Jerusalem, which had 
been broken down, and its gates, which had been destroyed by fire. 14 Then I moved on toward 
the Fountain Gate and the King’s Pool, but there was not enough room for my mount to get 
through; 15 so I went up the valley by night, examining the wall. Finally, I turned back and 
reentered through the Valley Gate. 16 The officials did not know where I had gone or what I was 
doing, because as yet I had said nothing to the Jews or the priests or nobles or officials or any 
others who would be doing the work. 17 Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: 
Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of 
Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in disgrace.” 18 I also told them about the gracious hand of 
my God on me and what the king had said to me. They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So, 
they began this good work. 19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official 
and Geshem the Arab heard about it, they mocked and ridiculed us. “What is this you are 
doing?” they asked. “Are you rebelling against the king?” 20 I answered them by saying, “The 
God of heaven will give us success. We his servants will start rebuilding, but as for you, you 
have no share in Jerusalem or any claim or historic right to it.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah+2%3A11-20&version=NIV

