
 

 

Working Together!   

Nehemiah 3:1-32 

The ministry of restoration and reconciliation requires all of us working together. Brokenness is 
all around and we are agents of God’s restoration and reconciliation.  Pray and discern where 
God would have you to work in restoring brokenness. Some will have to roll up their sleeves 
and use manual labor. Others will be required to gather the resources and develop plans and 
implement plans for restoration and reconciliation.  Bargaining, negotiating skills will be 
needed. Financial resources are needed. But most importantly all hands-on deck.    

In our text, Nehemiah has a plan that requires all the community working together to restore 
the broken walls and burnt gates. The plan calls for people to work on the restoration of the 
wall closest to their homes. Restoration is a community and family effort. The people will be 
motivated to restore and protect the areas around their homes. Also, it will cut down on the 
travel time to get to the work. This will give the project the feel of it being their own.  

The spiritual leaders rolled up their sleeves and worked around the Sheep Gate the place where 
the animal sacrifices were brought into the city. This is a monumental task thus all of Jerusalem 
and friends helped. We are to find our place and use our talents, time, and treasure to help in 
the restoration process. The city gates were important hub during times of peace. The city 
council and the marketplace was held at the city gates. The commerce of the city depended on 
the city gates being restored. The daughters helped in the restoration of Jerusalem. Neighbors 
from surrounding communities came and helped. There were some nobles from Tekoa that did 
not participate in the restoration. For whatever reason, maybe they were too important or too 
wise or too whatever to get down and dirty and lend a helping hand. The work must go on 
regardless of those who will not help.  

The whole of chapter three is people working together for the restoration of the wall and gates. 
Each of us can help. We have all been given gifts and talents that can be used for the rebuilding 
and restoration of the kingdom of God. Pray and discern where God is calling you to work in the 
restoration of brokenness. Reverend Dr. Brigitte A. Black 

Mighty and marvelous God, we praise and glorify You. You have been our provider and 
protector. We are grateful for Your grace and mercy carrying us through the difficult times. 
Lord, provide warmth, shelter and food for the homeless. Expand the capacity of homeless 
shelters to serve more people. Help our government to find an amicable resolution to border 
security and to not shutdown the government again. Heal the mind, body, and spirit of broken 
people. Those experiencing grief, bereavement, and mourning need Your comfort. Those 
experiencing chronic illness, mental illness, and addiction need healing, deliverance, and hope. 
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Those who live in nursing homes, assisted living facilities, and long term care facilities need to 
experience Your love, care, and presence. Some are shut-in and unable to get out and socialize, 
provide friends, relatives, and caregivers to ease their loneliness, isolation, and feelings of 
estrangement and abandonment.   

Strengthen our resolve to fight for justice, equality, and fairness in wages and access to the 
resources needed to survive and thrive. Pour out Your love and tolerance upon this world. May 
we unify in love and build a more loving and just world. Open our eyes that we may see You at 
work. Open our ears that we may hear where You are working. Once we see and hear give us 
the wisdom to join Your work for a more peaceful and loving world. Pour out patience upon 
caregivers. Supply the needs of your people and congregations that Your work may go forward 
unhindered. This we pray in the name and power of Jesus Christ, our Lord and savior. Amen! 
Reverend Dr. Brigitte A. Black 

 

Our New Offering Envelope 

Generous giving is the nature of God. God so loved the world that God gave us Jesus Christ to heal 
us, forgive us, save us and redeem us from our sins. The giving of our tithe and offering deepens 
our relationship with God, strengthens our congregation, and helps the less fortunate. If we had 
ten thousand tongues, we could not thank God enough for all blessings seen and unseen. We 
cannot pay God for all that has been done for us. Thus, our giving is a reflection of our love for 
God. So, in obedience and according to God’s will, we give ten percent (a tithe) of our income to 
the Lord. Everything above ten percent is our offering unto the Lord. The bible says in Matthew 
6:21, for where our treasure is, there your heart will be also. Our giving deepens our trust and 
faith in God. God sees our love through our giving.  

Our congregation is strengthened to do God’s will through the generous giving of our tithes and 
offering.  Our work of social justice is funded through the tithes and offering. The necessary funds 
for upkeep and maintenance, missions, and major structural maintenance and repair work is 
because of our tithes and offering. 

We are able to do community outreach and congregational in reach because of our generous 
giving. Charitable justice work is funded by our generous giving. This is the heart of the matter of 
stewardship. Expressing our love for God through our living and giving.  

If you are not a tither pray about giving ten percent to the Lord and give. If not a tither become a 
strong proportional giver, nine percent, eight percent, seven percent, six percent, five percent etc. 
Our giving is a reflection of our love for God. 

Reverend Dr. Brigitte A. Black 



 

 

Builders of the Wall   

Nehemiah 3:1-32 

1 Eliashib the high priest and his fellow priests went to work and rebuilt the Sheep Gate. They 
dedicated it and set its doors in place, building as far as the Tower of the Hundred, which they 
dedicated, and as far as the Tower of Hananel. 2 The men of Jericho built the adjoining section, 
and Zakkur son of Imri built next to them. 3 The Fish Gate was rebuilt by the sons of Hassenaah. 
They laid its beams and put its doors and bolts and bars in place. 4 Meremoth son of Uriah, the 
son of Hakkoz, repaired the next section. Next to him Meshullam son of Berekiah, the son of 
Meshezabel, made repairs, and next to him Zadok son of Baana also made repairs. 5 The next 
section was repaired by the men of Tekoa, but their nobles would not put their shoulders to the 
work under their supervisors. 6 The Jeshanah Gate was repaired by Joiada son of Paseah and 
Meshullam son of Besodeiah. They laid its beams and put its doors with their bolts and bars in 
place. 7 Next to them, repairs were made by men from Gibeon and Mizpah—Melatiah of 
Gibeon and Jadon of Meronoth—places under the authority of the governor of Trans-
Euphrates. 8 Uzziel son of Harhaiah, one of the goldsmiths, repaired the next section; and 
Hananiah, one of the perfume-makers, made repairs next to that. They restored Jerusalem as 
far as the Broad Wall. 9 Rephaiah son of Hur, ruler of a half-district of Jerusalem, repaired the 
next section. 10 Adjoining this, Jedaiah son of Harumaph made repairs opposite his house, and 
Hattush son of Hashabneiah made repairs next to him. 11 Malkijah son of Harim and Hasshub 
son of Pahath-Moab repaired another section and the Tower of the Ovens. 12 Shallum son of 
Hallohesh, ruler of a half-district of Jerusalem, repaired the next section with the help of his 
daughters. 13 The Valley Gate was repaired by Hanun and the residents of Zanoah. They rebuilt 
it and put its doors with their bolts and bars in place. They also repaired a thousand cubits of 
the wall as far as the Dung Gate. 14 The Dung Gate was repaired by Malkijah son of Rekab, ruler 
of the district of Beth Hakkerem. He rebuilt it and put its doors with their bolts and bars in 
place. 15 The Fountain Gate was repaired by Shallun son of Kol-Hozeh, ruler of the district of 
Mizpah. He rebuilt it, roofing it over and putting its doors and bolts and bars in place. He also 
repaired the wall of the Pool of Siloam, by the King’s Garden, as far as the steps going down 
from the City of David. 16 Beyond him, Nehemiah son of Azbuk, ruler of a half-district of Beth 
Zur, made repairs up to a point opposite the tombs of David, as far as the artificial pool and the 
House of the Heroes. 17 Next to him, the repairs were made by the Levites under Rehum son of 
Bani. Beside him, Hashabiah, ruler of half the district of Keilah, carried out repairs for his 
district. 18 Next to him, the repairs were made by their fellow Levites under Binnui son of 
Henadad, ruler of the other half-district of Keilah. 19 Next to him, Ezer son of Jeshua, ruler of 
Mizpah, repaired another section, from a point facing the ascent to the armory as far as the 
angle of the wall. 20 Next to him, Baruch son of Zabbai zealously repaired another section, from 
the angle to the entrance of the house of Eliashib the high priest. 21 Next to him, Meremoth son 
of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz, repaired another section, from the entrance of Eliashib’s house to 
the end of it. 22 The repairs next to him were made by the priests from the surrounding region. 
23 Beyond them, Benjamin and Hasshub made repairs in front of their house; and next to them, 
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Azariah son of Maaseiah, the son of Ananiah, made repairs beside his house. 24 Next to him, 
Binnui son of Henadad repaired another section, from Azariah’s house to the angle and the 
corner, 25 and Palal son of Uzai worked opposite the angle and the tower projecting from the 
upper palace near the court of the guard. Next to him, Pedaiah son of Parosh 26 and the temple 
servants living on the hill of Ophel made repairs up to a point opposite the Water Gate toward 
the east and the projecting tower. 27 Next to them, the men of Tekoa repaired another section, 
from the great projecting tower to the wall of Ophel. 28 Above the Horse Gate, the priests made 
repairs, each in front of his own house. 29 Next to them, Zadok son of Immer made repairs 
opposite his house. Next to him, Shemaiah son of Shekaniah, the guard at the East Gate, made 
repairs. 30 Next to him, Hananiah son of Shelemiah, and Hanun, the sixth son of Zalaph, repaired 
another section. Next to them, Meshullam son of Berekiah made repairs opposite his living 
quarters. 31 Next to him, Malkijah, one of the goldsmiths, made repairs as far as the house of 
the temple servants and the merchants, opposite the Inspection Gate, and as far as the room 
above the corner; 32 and between the room above the corner and the Sheep Gate the 
goldsmiths and merchants made repairs. 


