
 

 

It’s a God Thing!  Nehemiah 6:1-16 

The work and mission of God must continue to go forward even in the face of opposition. 
Opposition and criticism can be relentless and persistent. Enemies will always oppose and 
criticize what God is blessing. Their strategy is to steal, kill, and destroy. They will try and stop 
the work of God by any means necessary. The enemy will use personal and physical attacks. As 
vision workers, we are to be just as persistent and relentless in completing the work God has 
given us to do.  

In our text, the wall is nearing completion and the opposition is still trying to impede progress. 
It’s sad that when defeat is imminent, they still do not give up or give in. We serve God 
Almighty who does not quit until the work is completed.  The enemy decides to physically 
attack the leader, Nehemiah. The plan is to kill the visionary and stop the rebuilding process. 
Nehemiah discerns it is plot to kill him. They threaten to tell King Artaxerxes that Nehemiah is 
plotting to take over. They try a smear campaign. Again, their plans fail. Nehemiah trusts God 
and prays. The neighboring countries heard the wall was completed and were afraid because 
they knew God had strengthened the hands of Israel to restore and rebuild the walls of 
Jerusalem. 

Moreover, God gives us a vision and the provision to make it a reality. God wants each of us to 
be more than a conqueror and to thrive. God has a purpose, plan, and promise for each of us. 
God will give us what we need to be successful. God is our battle axe and battering ram and 
fights our battles. Hold on to God’s unchanging hand. Our success and completion of the vision 
is a God thing! 

Reverend Dr. Brigitte A. Black 

God of all creation, we worship and praise You. We magnify and exalt Your name. You made 
crooked roads straight and leveled mountains in our lives. You have made a way and opened 
doors. Thank you, God, for all that you have done. Comfort the bereaved, grieved, and those 
mourning. Heal the brokenness in our land. Deliver those on mind altering substances. Rain 
down on the world more love, peace, patience, and tolerance. Grant us wisdom and strategies 
for dealing with opposition and criticism. Help us to be instruments of community involvement. 
Bless your church and communities to come together and make a positive difference in this 
world. This we pray in the name and power of Jesus Christ! Amen! 

Reverend Dr. Brigitte A. Black 
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4 When you make a vow to God, do not delay to fulfill it. He has no pleasure in fools; fulfill your 
vow. 5 It is better not to make a vow than to make one and not fulfill it. Ecclesiastes 5:4-5 

Stewardship is how we live for and use the resources God has given us to make this world a better 
place. We show our commitment and love to God by giving of ourselves and resources. As we 
increase in faith, we may give even more to kingdom building. As we catch God’s vision of 
“restoring brokenness” we will discern our ministry in the work of restoration and get busy for 
God. Our country, our communities, and our churches need us working towards restoration. 

Reverend Dr. Brigitte A. Black 

Further Opposition to the Rebuilding   Nehemiah 6:1-16 
1 When word came to Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies that I had 
rebuilt the wall and not a gap was left in it—though up to that time I had not set the doors in the 
gates— 2 Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: “Come, let us meet together in one of the 
villages on the plain of Ono.” But they were scheming to harm me; 3 so I sent messengers to them 
with this reply: “I am carrying on a great project and cannot go down. Why should the work stop 
while I leave it and go down to you?” 4 Four times they sent me the same message, and each time I 
gave them the same answer. 5 Then, the fifth time, Sanballat sent his aide to me with the same 
message, and in his hand was an unsealed letter 6 in which was written: “It is reported among the 
nations—and Geshem says it is true—that you and the Jews are plotting to revolt, and therefore 
you are building the wall. Moreover, according to these reports you are about to become their king 
7 and have even appointed prophets to make this proclamation about you in Jerusalem: ‘There is a 
king in Judah!’ Now this report will get back to the king; so come, let us meet together.” 8 I sent him 
this reply: “Nothing like what you are saying is happening; you are just making it up out of your 
head.” 9 They were all trying to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will get too weak for the work, 
and it will not be completed.” But I prayed, “Now strengthen my hands.” 10 One day I went to the 
house of Shemaiah son of Delaiah, the son of Mehetabel, who was shut in at his home. He said, “Let 
us meet in the house of God, inside the temple, and let us close the temple doors, because men are 
coming to kill you—by night they are coming to kill you.” 11 But I said, “Should a man like me run 
away? Or should someone like me go into the temple to save his life? I will not go!” 12 I realized that 
God had not sent him, but that he had prophesied against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had 
hired him. 13 He had been hired to intimidate me so that I would commit a sin by doing this, and 
then they would give me a bad name to discredit me. 14 Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, my God, 
because of what they have done; remember also the prophet Noadiah and how she and the rest of 
the prophets have been trying to intimidate me. 15 So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of 
Elul, in fifty-two days. 

Opposition to the Completed Wall 

16 When all our enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost their self-
confidence, because they realized that this work had been done with the help of our God. 
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