
 

 

Sermon Series:  From Membership to Discipleship 

Call to Follow  Luke 5:1-11 

From membership to discipleship is not just a catchy phrase but our mission. To become an 
intentional learner and follower of Jesus Christ is what God has called us to do. We were called 
out of darkness, saved from our sins to follow Jesus. A disciple learns the ways, character, and 
attitude of their teacher and then emulates what they have learned. Our life should be a 
reflection of the life of our teacher, Jesus Christ. Membership has its privileges. When you join 
something you receive benefits, things that you are entitled to, privileges and responsibilities. 
Membership comes with expectations, rights, benefits, and privileges. Discipleship is a journey 
learning of and following Jesus. Throughout Jesus’ life he went about teaching, healing, and 
telling others about the kingdom of God.     

In our text, Jesus calls some fishermen to follow him. Jesus will train them to be “fishers of 
men.” Contrary to what we think Jesus calls ordinary people, sinners, and people from various 
walks of life to become disciples. Here we have an itinerant preacher telling professional 
fishermen to go back and fish some more after a disappointing night of catching no fish.  Those 
who fished regularly knew that this was not the right time of day to catch fish. Peter, obeys 
Jesus and launches out into the deep to fish.  They caught so many fish that they needed help 
from the other fishermen on Lake Gennesaret.  Peter had a revelation that only a true man of 
God could have produced such a catch of fish. Also, Peter recognized his own sinfulness and 
inabilities. These are two prerequisites for being a disciple; 1) admitting your sins; 2) and 
acknowledging your need for God’s help. Hence, Peter is now ready for service, to be taught, 
and to follow.  

We are all called to “come and learn of Jesus,” and commanded to, “therefore go and make 
disciples.…” We do not have the choice of not making disciples. It is built into your Christian 
journey with Jesus, learning, following and making fishers of men. 
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Mighty and miraculous God, we worship and praise You. We confess our sins, faults, and 
shortcomings. We seek to know You in the power of Your resurrection and the fellowship of 
sharing in His suffering. You willingly laid down Your life so we could have life more abundantly. 
We are thankful for Your selfless act of suffering for our sins. We ask that You would comfort 
those who are grieving. Heal the minds, hearts, and bodies of those who are ill. Be a companion 
to the downtrodden, bring peace to those in chaos, and strengthen those on the journey of life. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus our Lord and Savior. Amen! 
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5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing. John 15:5 NIV 

All that we have, all that we are, and all that we will be is because of our relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Stewardship is how we manage all the gifts, graces, talents, and treasures that God has 
given us. During this Lenten Season as we focus on our relationship with Jesus Christ; take 
inventory of what you are doing for Christ. Are we giving our best in service and gifts unto God? Is 
our life a testimony to God’s saving grace? Are we living in such a way that others are learning and 
following Jesus? 
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Jesus Calls His First Disciples   Luke 5:1-11 
1 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding around him 
and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the 
fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 
Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from 
the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let 
down the nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t 
caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 When they had done so, they 
caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 7 So they signaled their partners 
in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they 
began to sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, 
Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they 
had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then Jesus said 
to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 11 So they pulled their boats up on 
shore, left everything and followed him. 
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