
 

 

Sermon Series:  From Membership to Discipleship 

No Collusion  Luke 5:27-32 

The journey of discipleship is to submit to the teacher who teaches you how to follow Jesus; 
learn Jesus’ words; learn Jesus’ way of ministry; imitate Jesus’ life and character; find and teach 
other disciples who will also follow Jesus.  Contrary to popular belief, your attendance at a 
function does not say you secretly cooperate or are in a conspiracy to deceive others. Your 
attendance is much more than you condoning or condemning.  We can love people and not like 
what they do. Sometime we have to love the “hell” out of people. If we do not associate with 
those who we disagree with, how will we win them over to Jesus?  We may have to befriend 
those whom we do not agree with on this Christian journey to win their allegiance to Jesus.   

In our text, Jesus was walking along and came across a fellow named Levi (also called Matthew) 
sitting at the tax collector’s booth. He said to him, “Follow me.” The tax collector got up, left 
everything and followed Jesus.  Levi then hosted a great banquet for Jesus and many tax 
collectors and sinners came. The profession of tax collecting was not bad in and of itself but the 
greed, over taxing, and corruption that they engaged in was a sin. The opposition, Pharisees 
and teachers of the law complained to Jesus’ disciples that he ate and partied with tax 
collectors and sinners. Jesus responded, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I 
have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”   Jesus calls people from all 
walks of life to be disciples. The gospel is for those who need help. Those who think they are 
good and perfect will not accept the invitation.  

In sum, we ought not to think more highly of ourselves. We each have to recognize that we 
need help on this journey called life. We cannot rank sin; just acknowledge we are sinners and 
need the grace and mercy of God. This group is not worse than that group. We all have sinned 
and fallen short of the glory of God.   Sins are committed by the words we speak, the thoughts 
we think, and the stuff we do.  As disciples we are to offer the love, grace, and mercy of Jesus 
Christ to all people. There was no collusion! Jesus was there to offer them a more excellent 
way. 
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God of wisdom, beauty, and majesty we worship and praise You. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Teach us to be more compassionate and caring. Show us how to love one another in the midst 
of our differences. Bless us with a holy boldness to offer Jesus to those we meet on this 
journey.  Grant us Lord to live a life that is pleasing to you. Let us bring honor and glory to You 
by how we live, act, talk, walk, and think. Comfort those who are grieved and bereaved. Heal 
the sick and broken hearted. Draw us nearer to Jesus Christ and strengthen us to be more 
Christ like in all we say and do.  Let us not judge or condemn but forgive one another. This we 
pray in the name of Jesus. Amen! 
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38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running 
over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 

Luke 6:38 NIV 

 

Our attitudes and actions will reflect back on us. Our stewardship, how we live for God and use 
what God has given us will return to us. God will give back to us in abundance when we give in 
abundance. Our giving reflects our love for God. Give generously to God who has given generously 
to us. God gave his best, Jesus, to cleanse us of all our sins and unrighteousness. 
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Jesus Calls Levi and Eats With Sinners   Luke 5:27-32 
27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. 
“Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed him. 29 Then Levi 
held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were 
eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect 
complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 31 Jesus 
answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 
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