
 

 

Sermon Series:  From Membership to Discipleship 

Take Up Your Cross  Luke 9:23-25 

To follow or not to follow is the costly choice we have to make. To take up our cross is to sign 
up for suffering and rejection. Suffering is not always a bad thing. Suffering for the sake of Jesus 
is redemptive, it pays off in the end. To take up the cross is to separate from the world’s values 
and lifestyles. Notice it is not so much separating from people but from the world’s values and 
way of being. That means we have to abandon the attachments of this world. Our main goal is 
not to acquire things but to bring peace, love, harmony, and justice by following Jesus. Yes, you 
may live a comfortable life but you also must give of your life generously and graciously. Your 
life is not your own. You belong to God and must be willing to follow where he leads. You 
engage in a new lifestyle of submission, sacrifice, and obedience that is built on the foundation 
of Jesus Christ. 

Suffering involves sharing in the work of forgiveness. We know to forgive yet it may be hard to 
forgive. It is a struggle when you have been hurt badly and deeply. If we hold on to 
unforgiveness we will not move forward in our Christian journey. We become stuck until we are 
able to forgive. It can be tempting to hold grudges and to seek revenge. Disciples of Christ are 
willing to forgive. You may have to pray and ask God to give you the “want to” in order to 
forgive. Forgiveness does not mean you let them off the hook. It means you place them in the 
hands of God, you wash your hands of the situation, you learn from it, receive God’s love, 
healing and move forward. 

Taking up your cross means you may face rejection and shame from those around you. You may 
decide not to do certain things, not to go to certain places and people will shun you. Taking up 
your cross is rewarding because you will receive the crown of life, eternal life, abundant joy and 
peace. It is the best investment because God’s power and provision is available to you to live 
your best life. 
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Eternal and Holy God, we praise You for the seen and unseen blessings. Help us to clear the 
clutter from our lives so that You may occupy the center of our lives. This Lenten season as we 
draw nearer to You, we must confront our busyness that keeps us from the business of serving 
You with our whole heart, mind, and soul. Teach us to deny self and seek Your face. Comfort 
those who are grieved and bereaved. Grant us wisdom to embrace peace in the midst of storms 
and chaos. Lord, we love You. Saturate our lives with Your power, grace, and peace. Heal the 
sick and brokenhearted. Strengthen our desire to seek Your kingdom and not to be anxious 
about our tomorrows. This we pray in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen! 
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6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously 
will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you 

abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every 
good work. 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 NIV 

 

Stewardship is giving of yourself and your possessions to the building of the kingdom of God. All 
that we have belongs to God. We are managers of those things. Thus, we give back to God a 
portion of what God has given us. We give of our time, talent, and treasure generously. We are 
accountable and responsible to God for the things we manage. God graciously and willingly gave 
His Son, Jesus Christ, to die for our sins. The story did not end there; He rose and now sits at God’s 
right-hand making intercession for you and me. 
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Take Up Your Cross  Luke 9:23-25 
23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up 
their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses 
their life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or 
forfeit their very self? 
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