
 

 

Sermon Series:  From Membership to Discipleship 

Be Like Jesus  Luke 6:40 

The journey from membership to discipleship entails actively following your mentor, imitating 
the teacher, and telling others to follow Jesus, who is your teacher and mentor. We have come 
to understand that a disciple submits to a teacher who teaches them how to follow Jesus, a 
disciple learns Jesus’ words, learns Jesus’ way of ministry, imitates Jesus’ life and character, and 
a disciple finds and teaches other disciples who follow Jesus. What does it mean to imitate 
Jesus’ life and character? It means we have to live our Christianity. Therefore, study Jesus life. 
The four gospels give us a very good picture of Jesus life. As disciples we are to try and be like 
Jesus. That encompasses thinking and doing like Jesus. The more we study, meditate and 
saturate our thoughts with the Word of God we can be like Jesus. During this Lenten season 
acquaint yourself with the gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John and dig deep into the life of 
Jesus.  

As we journey to discipleship, we will find that Jesus’s way is the way. It is the way to peace and 
justice, grace and forgiveness, love and joy. The journey will lighten our load because we will 
know that we can cast our cares on Jesus and we will be sustained. We will come to know that 
Jesus will walk with us through the difficult times. We will come to know that temptation is 
real, and it will happen to us but Jesus gives us an escape route. We will learn that Jesus will 
heal our hurts. We will know that the way of Jesus is the best way to live our best life. The way 
of discipleship imitating Jesus will supply all our emotional, spiritual, and physical needs. Get on 
the journey from membership to discipleship and reap the benefits of membership and 
discipleship. 
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God of all creation and worker of miracles. We praise and honor You. You are our provider, 
protection, and restorer. We pray that that the policies and legislation of our government 
would help and not harm the people. We have been charged with caring for the downtrodden, 
the poor, those with different abilities, and the sick, so let us be mindful to consider their well-
being. Grant us wisdom in our decision making. Let us exercise our civic duty and vote in the 
local and national elections. Lord, comfort our bereaved and grieved. Heal the bodies and mind 
of those who are sick. Pour out increase in health, wealth, and growth upon Your people. 
Restore our brokenness. Strengthen our hands and minds to do the work of discipleship. Give 
us a holy boldness to go out and tell others about Your love, grace, and mercy. Help us to 
extend forgiveness and to receive Your forgiveness. This I pray in the name and power of Jesus 
Christ. Amen! 
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9 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; Proverbs 3:9 NIV 

 

God has blessed us to be a blessing. The more we give the more we get. As we journey to 
discipleship we grow in our giving. When we grow in our giving, we positively impact our world 
and the church through missions and evangelism. Our giving enables the church to do missions 
and to go out into the world and tell people about the joy of Jesus. Our giving sustains the current 
ministries and helps us to launch out into the deep with new ministries.  As we grow in our 
stewardship, we grow in trusting that God will supply our needs. We grow in understanding that it 
is our responsibility and privilege to give to God. As we grow, we come to know that our giving is a 
reflection of our love for God. Become a tither and experience the joy of giving and joy of trusting 
God. Our growth in giving helps the local church meet its needs and the needs of its members. 
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Be Like Jesus    Luke 6:40 
40 The student is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like their teacher. 
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