
 

 

Sermon Series:  From Membership to Discipleship 

The Cost  Luke 9:57-62 

This Lenten season we are journeying to discipleship and this week we are exploring the cost of 
discipleship.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity 
without Christ…. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace 
without Jesus Christ, living, and incarnate. Grace is costly because it condemns sin, and grace 
because it justifies the sinner…Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ… It is 
costly because it cost a man his life and its grace because it gives us the only true life. 
Discipleship requires an urgent commitment to follow Jesus. There is a cost to being a disciple 
and it is not money.  

 In our text, we encounter three different people whom Jesus uses to illustrate the cost of 
discipleship. Discipleship is a radical commitment to the life, ministry, and teachings of Jesus. It 
is an urgent call to follow and submit. Discipleship has to be the number one priority one in a 
person’s life.  The first person, volunteers to follow Jesus, but Jesus warns him that you will 
have to give up what others consider necessities. You must be totally dedicated and submitted 
to Jesus way of life. Jesus was headed to Jerusalem – to death on the cross. The second man we 
encounter, Jesus calls, wants to wait until he buries the dead. Basically, Jesus says let the 
spiritually dead bury the physically dead. The third person Jesus calls, wants discipleship on his 
terms. He wants to go back home and say good bye. Jesus wants him to know that he must 
focus on what is ahead, there is no looking back, no turning back, no going back just press 
forward. 

Discipleship is radical allegiance to Jesus Christ, which may require separation and doing 
without. It requires trust and faith that God will supply your needs and make a way out of no 
way. Jesus lets them know and us that discipleship is costly and requires an immediate and 
urgent response. 
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O LORD, our Lord, how excellent is your name in all the earth! We have gathered to worship 
and praise You. You are our provider and protector. You have led us through many troubling 
and trying times. Thank you for being our rock, comforter, and defender. You are a prayer 
answering God who heals and delivers. We bring You all of our brokenness and ask for 
restoration. 

We love You Lord and are amazed at Your power. We have experienced Your grace and mercy. 
Your loving kindness has drawn us nearer to You. Grant us wisdom as we live in this world and 
try and be Your disciple. Order our steps and guide our feet as we follow You. As we journey 
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from being just a pew sitter to being a learner, follower, and teller of the good news, give us a 
holy boldness to speak truth with power and to stand for justice and righteousness. We long to 
hear Your voice and know the power of Your resurrection.  

We bring to the altar all of our cares and concerns because You promised to sustain us. We pray 
for those who are grieving and mourning and ask for comfort. We pray for healing for those 
who struggle with addictions and childhood wounds of abuse. We pray for financial blessings 
and strategies to manage our monies better. We pray for companionship and friends for those 
who are lonely and feeling alone and abandoned. We pray for those who are transitioning to 
new homes, cities, jobs, and entering new seasons in their life, provide all that they need to 
settle in and begin anew. We pray for healing of those sick in the body and mind. We pray 
complete recovery and rehabilitation for those on the journey back from surgery and strokes. 
Your Son Jesus was wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him and by his stripes we are healed. I speak forth healing in the name 
of Jesus. Lord we love You and magnify Your excellent name. This we pray in the name and 
power of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen! 
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9 Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: 10 So shall thy 
barns be filled with plenty… Proverbs 3:9-10a 

 

We are at a critical junction in the life of God’s church. Our desire is to allow God to rule and reign 
over finances, health, security, family, and also over every other area of our lives. In order to 
glorify God in our giving we desire the church to become a 100% tithing church.  As we move 
closer and closer to becoming a 100% tithing church God will continue to pour out blessings that 
we will not have room enough to receive.  We ask that each first Sunday you would bring your 
firstfruits to God if you do not tithe regularly.  This concept of first fruits offering is rooted in the 
biblical context of bringing the firstborn of the flocks, first vegetables and grains to the Lord.  The 
first was considered the best portion of what one has to give.  In Deuteronomy 26: 10-11 the 
firstfruits were given in gratitude for the abundant blessings God had bestowed on the people.  
The text says, “and now I bring the firstfruits of the soil that you, O LORD, have given me."  Place 
the basket before the LORD your God and bow down before him.  And you and the Levites and the 
aliens among you shall rejoice in all the good things the LORD your God has given to you and your 
household.” 

Beginning today the members and friends of Wayman African Methodist Episcopal Church are 
going to celebrate the goodness of the LORD by bringing the firstfruits every first Sunday.  The call 
is for every member to honor God by obeying God’s mandate to give tithes and offerings. 

 If you are not a tither, the call is for you to step out on faith and give a full tithe.    



 

 

 If you currently tithe from your net income, the call is for you to tithe from your gross 

income. 

 If you currently divide your tithe among auxiliary accounts and various other lines on the 
envelope, the call is for you to give the full tithe to the line marked tithe.  Any amount over 
the tithe would be given to the various auxiliary accounts.   

 If you currently are tithing from your gross, the call is for you to give, in addition to the 
tithe, a tithe of the tithe, (10% more than the tithe), or a special sacrificial offering in 
thanksgiving to God’s love, mercy, and grace.   

God has been very good to us.  We now need to step out on faith and believe God’s word for all of 
our sustenance.  God has said, “I will supply your every need.”  Give glory to God through giving a 
tithe of your time, talent, and treasures. 
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The Cost of Following Jesus   Luke 9:57-62 
57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay 
his head.” 59 He said to another man, “Follow me.” But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and 
bury my father.” 60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and 
proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go 
back and say goodbye to my family.” 62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”. 
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