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Dear Network Members, Supporters and Friends, 
 

Great news! On April 29, an announcement was made that is being celebrated by health advocates 
and others across the country: The FDA will initiate rule-making to prohibit menthol cigarettes and 
flavored cigars! In doing so, the Biden Administration took a major action to address historic 
injustices related to menthol and other flavored tobacco. 
 
We applaud the Biden Administration, along with the African American Tobacco Control Leadership 
Council, The Center for Black Health and Equity, the Public Health Law Center, and the many other 
tobacco advocates that have championed this issue for many years. We are especially thankful to 
all of you for your support of efforts to raise awareness on menthol! We are also extremely excited 
that this announcement has come as we prepare to celebrate No Menthol Sunday! 
 
The decision to begin the process of prohibiting these flavors will have long-lasting impacts and 
ultimately improve the health of millions across the country. While we've made great gains at the 
national level in terms of the menthol ban, much work is left to accomplish in our state, especially 
when considering the Joint Finance Committee's recent move to eliminate key budget line items 
supportive of tobacco prevention and control and health equity. It is also crucial that we continue 
to support those who are addicted to menthol tobacco and help them access quit resources. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lorraine Lathen 
Director, WAATPN and WTPPN 

 

  

  

May is Mental Health Awareness Month 
 

May is Mental Health Awareness Month. Millions of Americans face the reality of living with a 
mental illness. In Wisconsin, 16% of residents suffer from mental illness and 26% struggle with 
substance abuse disorders. There is also a strong connection between mental illness and smoking. 
 
In fact, 40% of all cigarettes are smoked by individuals with behavioral health issues. In addition, 
48% of individuals who have a mental illness and live below the poverty line use tobacco. 
Click here to download an info-graphic on tobacco and behavioral health from the Wisconsin 
Tobacco Prevention and Control Program 
 
Unfortunately, common misconceptions about the relationship between smoking and behavioral 
health have led to fewer individuals receiving assistance, despite the fact that research shows that 
when individuals quit tobacco and other substances at the same time, they are 25% more likely to 
stay off both. Please help us raise awareness about these issues and spread the word about the 
Wisconsin Nicotine Treatment Integration Project (WiNTiP), which helps organizations implement 
cessation programs to help individuals address both their mental illness and tobacco addiction so 
that they are able to live a better and longer life. To learn more about WiNTiP click here. 

 
 

 

  

  

No Menthol Sunday 2021 Effort Kicks off in Wisconsin! 
 

 
 



On Friday, April 16, 2021, Carol McGruder, a national leader in tobacco-prevention efforts and co-
chair of an organization that filed a complaint against the FDA for not taking action to ban menthol 
which led to the action on menthol and flavored cigars, joined Lt. Gov. Mandela Barnes, Secretary 
of Health Designee Karen Timberlake and other dignitaries to kick off No Menthol Sunday activities 
in the region.  
  
No Menthol Sunday, which takes place on May 16, 2021, is an annual event where the faith 
community and their allies help spread awareness of the impact of tobacco on Black health, 
provide support to those trying to quit, and raise awareness on issues related to menthol. 
 
The kickoff event, emceed by media personality Vivian King, also featured Calls to Action from 
several elected officials including Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett, Madison Mayor Satya Rhodes-
Conway, Chair of Wisconsin's Legislative Black Caucus, Rep. Shelia Stubbs, and Jeff Roman, 
executive director of the Milwaukee County Office on African American Affairs. The event was 
attended by faith leaders from several other states and Canada and also featured presentations by 
a Shorewood FACT member, a student from Salam School of Milwaukee, and a spoken word 
performance from Shyquetta McElroy! The event was livestreamed on Todays TMJ 4 Facebook 
page and has garnered more than 3,000 views so far. 
 
Thank you to our Menthol Subcommittee Co-Chairs Fauzia Querishi and Oby Nwabuzor, members 
of the menthol subcommittee and the No Menthol Sunday planning committee, faith leaders, 
elected officials, artists, youths, our emcee Vivian King, and others for making this event a great 
success!  

 

  

  

 
Quotes from No Menthol Sunday 

Kickoff Event 
 

"In line with the theme of A New Day, we have 
to envision a new Wisconsin we’re we eliminate 
these inequities and all Black children, families 
and communities have exactly what they need 
to be healthy and to be able to thrive." - Lt. 
Gov. Mandela Barnes 
 
"Where we need to go is an opportunity for 
everyone to be free from this kind of targeted 
and discriminatory marketing. That’s what’s so 
important about No Menthol Sunday." - Karen 
Timberlake, Wisconsin DHS Secretary of 
Health Designee 
 
"We have not been afforded the protection we 
deserve against the predatory actions of the 
tobacco industry. Menthol is really a human 
rights and it's a social justice issue." - Carol 
McGruder, Co-Chair, African American 
Tobacco Leadership Council 

 

 
  

 

  

  

Wisconsin No Menthol Sunday Toolkit 
 

Even if you were unable to attend the No Menthol Sunday (NMS) Kickoff meeting, there is still an 
opportunity to participate in No Menthol Sunday. To register for NMS click here. 
 
Once you register, you will have access to the Wisconsin No Menthol Sunday toolkit and a 
variety of materials to share, including the downloadable No Menthol Sunday coloring book, social 

 
 



media images and posts to share, No Menthol Sunday spoken word files and videos to share and 
proclamations. 
 
You will also receive guidance on how you can observe No Menthol Sunday on May 16, with your 
congregation, friends, family, or in your community! 

 

  

  

Joint Finance Committee (JFC) Testimonials 
 
The Wisconsin African American Tobacco Prevention Network and Wisconsin Tobacco Prevention 
and Poverty Network would like to sincerely thank all who submitted a written testimonial on our 
behalf to members of the JFC. 
 
Thanks to your dedication, we were able submit 20 letters of support to JFC members and also 
share them with local elected officials that represent us in Madison. Typically these testimonials 
and letters are crucial and demonstrate the value and importance of tobacco prevention 
programming in Milwaukee and throughout Wisconsin. It is with a huge disappointment, that we 
have to report to you that at 2:00 PM, just hours after written testimony on the biennial budget 
was due and long before the JFC could possibly have reviewed our public comments, this 
memo was released itemizing pieces of the Governor's budget that they will move to eliminate 
without further discussion: the majority of the Equity Officer positions, the equity grant program, 
diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives, along with increasing in the minimum wage and a host of 
funding that could have addressed racial and social inequities and health disparities. 
 
Specific to tobacco, these items were listed in the memo to be eliminated from the 

budget:  
 

 Raising the age to purchase tobacco from 18 to 21 in accordance with federal law 
 Requiring retailers to stock all tobacco products behind the counter or in a locked case 
 Increasing e-cigarette taxes to 71% manufacture’s price 
 Increasing brown cigarette taxes to $2.52 cents per pack, in parity with traditional white 

cigarettes 
 Licensing vape shops (with a $102,400 line item to enforce new licensing requirements) 
 Updating tobacco-free school policies to include e-cigarettes and vaping 
 Adding e-cigarettes to the smoke-free workplaces law 

 
The actual 2021-2013 biennial budget has not yet been finalized. A JFC Executive Session meeting 
is scheduled for Thursday, May 6th at 11 a.m. 

 
 

 

  

  

Network Updates 
 

Smoke-Free Housing (SFH) Subcommittee: Funding has been awarded by Advancing a 
Healthier Wisconsin to help support public housing residents on their quit journey. The support will 
be based around a newly designed smoking cessation support program. The new program design 
is geared to be a culturally based and through the lenses of former smoking cessation participants 
and public housing residents. SFH will soon begin recruiting volunteers to help with designing the 
new smoking cessation program! - Monique Plears, Co-Chair 
 
Menthol Subcommittee: The committee will continue to push for more engagement regarding 
No Menthol Sunday by working with inter-generational faith based institutions. Additionally, the 
coloring book is an added addition to this years toolkit. We encourage community members to 
continue to raise awareness, as we continue to work with leaders leading up till the day to assure 
we see success in participation. - Oby Nwabuzor, Co-Chair 

 
 



 
Health Equity and Social Justice Subcommittee: The HESJ Subcommittee held it's first 
meeting on April 21st. Topics of discussion included plans to move forward with the Tobacco 
Retailer Density Study and No Singles No Loosies Campaign. 
 
(NEW!) COVID-19 Vaccine Confidence and Smoking and Vaping Prevention 
Subcommittee: This committee is charged with developing educational and outreach materials 
that builds confidence in COVID-19 vaccines, educates on the relationship of COVID-19 to smoking 
and vaping, and offers smoking cessation education for BIPOC throughout the state. Co-chairs will 
receive a stipend. To register to join this subcommittee click here.  

 

  

  

Tobacco Local and National Updates 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Tobacco is Changing Campaign 
Featured on TMJ 4 News 
Dr. Mark Wegner from Wisconsin DHS, was 
featured recently in a segment on the TMJ4's 
Morning Blend program discussing 
the Tobacco is Changing campaign and youth 
use of flavored tobacco. View the full 
segment here. 
 
WAATPN/WTPPN Director, Lorraine Lathen, will 
appear on the Morning Blend on May 13th to 
promote Tobacco is Changing and No Menthol 
Sunday. 

 
 

 

Watch: US Surgeon General 
Discusses Recent Action on Menthol. 

"The disproportionate burden of menthol 
cigarettes falls on communities of color," -Dr. 

Vivek Murthy 
 

  

  

Tobacco State Update 
 

New report highlights data on adult tobacco use in Wisconsin. The report contains data from the 
most recent Wisconsin BRFSS and the National BRFSS on numerous aspects of adult tobacco use 
(cigarettes, e-cigarettes, smokeless tobacco), exposure to smoke and vapor, attitudes about tobacco 
related use, policies, and exposure to smoke and vapor, and more 
 
The report also includes data on disparities in use for cigarettes, e-cigarettes, and smokeless 
tobacco. The complete Wisconsin Tobacco Facts report can be downloaded here.  

 
 

 

  

  

Partner Spotlight: Delmonte Jefferson 
 

Delmonte Jefferson is the Executive Director of The Center for Black Health and Equity, a 
national organization that facilitates public health programs to benefit people of African descent. 
For more than 20-years he has used his background in public health program administration to 
work with a cross sector of public and private entities to create programs and services that 
promote a culture of health equity for youth and disenfranchised populations. 
 

 
 



His highly diversified portfolio includes managing and directing state public health programs in 
Georgia, Louisiana and North Carolina. He has worked with national, state, and local legislators to 
help shape policies in support of smoke-free establishments and restrictions on the sale of 
menthol and other flavored tobacco products. Mr. Jefferson is chair of the Georgia Smoke-Free 
Tobacco Coalition, Treasurer of the North American Quit-line Consortium and co-chair of the 
Governance committee of the Southeast Health Equity Council. 
 

 

  

  

Upcoming Meetings 
 

Behavioral Health and Tobacco: Free 
Training (UW-CTRI) 
 
Wednesday May 19, 12:00- 1 p.m. 
 
Moving Past the Pandemic and Returning 
to In-person Care: Seizing Opportunities 
to Address Tobacco Addiction: Did you 
know behavioral health clients are more likely 
to die from tobacco addiction-related causes 
when compared to other diagnoses? 
 
Did you know 40% of all cigarettes smoked by 
adults in the United States are smoked by 
adults with mental illness or substance use 
disorders? 
 
Register: https://tinyurl.com/s9xsaynn 

 
 

 

May 

 No Menthol Sunday 
 Sunday May 16, All Day 

 Menthol Subcommittee 
 Monday May 3 12:00- 1:00 PM 
 Monday May 10, 12:00- 1:00 

PM 
 Smoke-Free Housing Subcommittee 

 Wednesday May 14, 1:00- 2:00 
PM 

 Health Equity and Social Justice Sub 
 Tuesday May 25, 11-Noon 

June 

 Quarterly Meeting of the 
WAATPN/WTPPN 
 Wednesday, June 16, 11:30-

12:30 

 

  

  

    
    

  

 


