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Invocation                                    Reverend Lyndetta Alsberry

Statement of Occasion Reverend Dr. Brigitte Black

The service, sometimes called Freedom’s Eve, is a time to reflect on God’s goodness and

contemplate the new mercies. Watch Night garnered a new meaning on December 31, 1862,

when slaves in Confederate states gathered to hear if the Emancipation Proclamation would go

into effect. The soon-to-be-free slaves watched and waited to see the dawn free and to thank

God. We gather tonight with an attitude of gratitude and ask for blessings on the coming year.

Let us “Be On Guard” as the New Year approaches with all of its experiences with God.

Scripture 1 Corinthians 16:13-14 Reverend Dr. Brigitte Black

“13 Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. 
14 Do everything in love. 1 Corinthians 16:13-14 NIV”



Affirmation In Dance                                   Reverend Lyndetta Alsberry

Prayer of Watchfulness Brother Kenneth Kelley

Our Father in Heaven, you are worthy of all honor and praise. My prayer is one of great need in today’s

perilous times. Lord, we are faced with so many choices that sometimes leave us unsure of how we

should respond. The distractions we face not only affect our physical state, but more importantly have a

profound effect on our spiritual being as well. Please, as we watch our surroundings and see the

turmoil that surrounds us, we pray for strength and wisdom to be aware of the conflicts that could

invade our thinking and actions. Please order our steps and lead us not into temptation, so as we move

about our daily way, we hold close to our hearts that You are the way and let this concept of You never

stray from us. Let our watchfulness lead us to pray sincerely in Jesus’ name. Allow us, as we watch and

pray, to allow the Holy Spirit to enhance our awareness and our prayers, to make a difference in all we

meet and greet, in the glorious, blessed name Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen



Prayer Of Pastoral Blessings On The New Year 

Reverend Dr. Brigitte A. Black

God of grace and mercy, we praise and magnify your name. You are our refuge and very present help in

times of trouble. You have brought us thus far on the journey. We have come to the end of another year,

and we say thank you. As we climb up on the balcony called life and look over, we need your strength

and wisdom. Lord, protect us from COVID-19 and all its variants. Protect our children as they go, while in,

and as they return from school. As they try and bring some semblance of normal, protect them from

COVID-19 and its variants. Provide vaccines and boosters for all who want them. Help us to remain

vigilant and be on guard. Mighty and majestic God, we love and adore You. Bless us to be a blessing. Let

us give generously and pour into our laps, pressed down, shaken together, and running over. Grant us

good health, protection as we move about, and wisdom in our decision-making. As we remediate the

damages caused by water intrusion, provide the resources needed. Open the lines of communication in

marriages and families. Bring peace amid chaos and strife, bring justice, and fairness in our courtrooms.

Cover us with Your love that we may love all and be a blessing to all that we can. Teach us to act justly,

love mercy, and walk humbly. Heal our minds, bodies, and emotions. Be a friend to the lonely. Comfort

those who are grieving, bereaved, and mourning. This I pray in the name and power of Jesus Christ.



Benediction - Priestly Blessing Reverend Dr. Brigitte A. Black

“24The LORD bless you and keep you; 
25 the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

26 the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26”
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