The Gospel of John

Belief, Life, and
Truth under
Pressure

The "Fourth Gospel" speaks with its own distinctive voice and profound
theology. Written to deepen faith in Jesus as Messiah and Son of God,
John invites us into a central question: Who is Jesus, and what does
following him do to us?

[ Anchor Text: John 20:31 (NRSVUE)



€3 JOHN 20:31

John's Stated Purpose

"But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name."

Written with Intention

Belief that Leads Life that Begins
John is selective, not exhaustive. Every story, every sign, Now
every teaching serves a greater purpose. Faith is not passive
assent but active trust Eternal life is not just
in Jesus future promise but

present reality

Living Transformed

Faith reshapes our daily choices and relationships




Historical Setting

The Gospel of John emerged in a time of profound upheaval and
transition for the early Christian community.

1 Late First Century

Written likely between 90 and 100 CE, decades after Jesus'
ministry

2 After the Temple

Following the destruction of Jerusalem's Temple in 70 CE

3 Mixed Community

Jewish and Gentile believers navigating new faith
expressions

4 Under Pressure

Faith practiced amid conflict, exclusion, and social cost




Authorship and Community Memory

A Gospel Born from Witness

Early church tradition connects this Gospel to John the
apostle, one of Jesus' closest followers. Modern
scholarship recognizes a Johannine author or community
circle preserving and interpreting these memories.

The "beloved disciple" functions both as eyewitness and
symbol of faithful discipleship. What matters most is not
personal celebrity but faithful testimony to the truth.

Emphasis on Truth

The focus remains on reliable witness, not individual
fame




LITERARY CONTEXT

John and the Synoptic Gospels

John stands apart from Matthew, Mark, and Luke, the Synoptic Gospels that share similar structure and perspective. The
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Fourth Gospel offers a distinctive theological vision.
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Different Structure Fewer Signs Extended Dialogues
Unique chronology and teaching style ~ Each miracle interpreted as a Long conversations replace short

set John apart revelatory sign with deep meaning parables and sayings



Core Themes of John

The Gospel weaves together interlocking themes that reveal Jesus' identity and reshape how we understand faith, life, and

community.
Word Made Flesh Relational Trust
Jesus as God's full self-expression Belief as living relationship
B Y
Spirit's Guidance 1 — Eternal Life Now
Witness empowered by God Life with God begins today
N Y
Love Community Light and Darkness

Abiding in mutual care Truth confronting deception



The Shape of the Gospel

John's narrative follows a deliberate structure, moving from cosmic revelation to intimate community to world-

transforming resurrection.

Cosmic Revelation
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Intimate Glory

This architecture invites readers into a journey from understanding who Jesus is to experiencing what it means to follow.



¢ JOHN 1:1-18

The Prologue: God Made Visible

The Eternal Word

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. This Word became flesh and
lived among us, revealing glory, grace, and truth.

God is not distant or hidden but fully present in Jesus "
Christ. The light that created all things now enters our
darkness, offering life to all who receive.

Light Enters Darkness God's Children

[llumination meets resistance but cannot be overcome Becoming family through receiving Christ



The Signs: Meaning, Not Magic

In John's Gospel, miracles are never mere displays of power. They are signs pointing beyond themselves to deeper truths
about Jesus and the kingdom of God.

Each sign exposes values and power structures, inviting us to see where our true trust lies. Signs force a decision: will we
believe or resist?



Belief and Life

Trust, Not Agreement

Q? Belief is relational trust in Jesus, not merely intellectual
assent to ideas

Life Begins Now

- Eternal life is not distant future but present participation
in God's reality
Identity Reshaped

8 Life in Jesus transforms who we are and how we see

ourselves and others

Living Changed

F

Following Jesus changes our actions, not just our words or

beliefs alone



Light and Darkness

The Battle of Light

John presents light and darkness not as abstract concepts
% but as competing ways of living. Light exposes what we
O prefer to hide. Darkness protects systems that benefit
from secrecy.

Judgment often appears simply as revelation. When light

comes, those who love darkness turn away. Faith includes

the courage to be honest even when honesty threatens our
2&5@ comfort or status.

% Light Exposes

Truth reveals what has been hidden

) Darkness Resists

Systems and people avoid exposure

68  Judgment as Revelation

Truth itself becomes the measure

&b Costly Honesty

Faith includes truth-telling when it costs us



Love and Abiding

JOHN 13-17

The heart of John's Gospel beats in the farewell discourse, where Jesus
redefines power, leadership, and community through radical love.

Foot-Washing Leadership

True authority serves and humbles itself. Jesus washing feet
defines what leadership means in God's kingdom.

Love as Identity Marker

The world will know we are Jesus' disciples by how we love one

another, not by our words or status.

Abiding as Shared Life

To abide means to remain connected, sharing life with God and
one another in mutual dependence.
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Our common life together becomes a living witness to God's
presence in the world.




Witness and the Spirit

The Community of Testimony

John emphasizes witness at every turn. Multiple voices affirm
truth: John the Baptist, the Samaritan woman, the formerly blind
man, the beloved disciple. No one testifies alone.

The Spirit, the Advocate, continues Jesus' work in and through
the community. The Spirit reminds, teaches, and empowers
believers to bear witness with courage and clarity.

Faith grows through remembrance and boldness. We are formed
as witnesses, not spectators, carrying forward the story of what
we have seen and known.




CRITICAL LENS

Why John Is Political

To read John as purely spiritual is to miss its sharp edge. This Gospel confronts systems of power at every level.

Challenging Empire The "World" Language

Jesus' authority directly confronts imperial power and John's "world" often means systems of domination, not
religious hierarchy just individuals

Exclusion and Marginalization Signs Disrupt Control

The community knows the cost of being pushed out Miracles challenge economic, religious, and social

and labeled heretical structures of power



Jesus and Pilate

JOHN 18-19

Truth Confronts Empire

The trial before Pilate is not just personal drama but cosmic confrontation. Two kingdoms face each other: one built on
violence and coercion, the other on truth and self-giving love.

©, Power Through Love

What is Truth? In John's telling, the crucifixion is not tragedy but

, , , o glorification. Jesus is "lifted up" in death and exaltation at

Pilate's question reveals his cynicism and powerlessness : , .
once. Power is redefined through self-giving love that

" refuses violence.

. . . The empire executes Jesus, but the cross exposes empire's
Kingship Redefined

brutality and impotence. True authority belongs to the
Jesus' kingdom does not rely on swords or armies one who lays down life freely.

T

Glory in Suffering

The cross becomes the throne, defeat becomes victory




Reflection and Discussion

As we conclude our journey through John's Gospel, we are invited not
merely to understand but to respond, to live differently in light of what
we have encountered.

What Sign for Today? Peace or Silence?

If John were written to us Where do we confuse peace
today, what "sign" would it with silence, especially when
highlight to expose what we that silence protects power
truly trust? Where do we place and perpetuates harm?

our confidence?

Rethinking Leadership

If Jesus' kingship looks like foot-washing, what kinds of leadership
do we need to rethink or release in our own lives and
communities?



