Acts: The Church Is Born in
Public Pt. 1

Spirit, Power, Conflict, and Community




INTRODUCTION

What Acts Is Doing

A Continuation Story

Acts serves as a direct sequel to the Gospel of Luke, picking up
where the Gospel narrative ends. This is not a separate story but
the next chapter of what Jesus began to do and teach.

The book of Acts shifts our attention from the earthly ministry of
Jesus to the Spirit-empowered work of the church. Luke makes it
clear in Acts 1:1 that Jesus' work continues through the community
of believers. This is public witness, not private belief. The story
unfolds in Jerusalem, a city under Roman occupation, within the
tension of Jewish religious life. Throughout these early chapters,
the Holy Spirit emerges as the primary actor, driving events
forward and empowering ordinary people to do extraordinary
things. The church does not retreat into safety but steps boldly into
public space where faith, power, and witness collide.



Historical and Cultural Setting

Roman Occupation

Jerusalem existed under the military and political control of
Rome. Every public gathering, every religious festival, every
movement in the streets happened under the watchful eye of

an occupying force that saw any disruption as a threat to order.

The Sanhedrin's Position

The Jewish council, the Sanhedrin, walked a tightrope. They
maintained religious authority while keeping peace for Rome.
Any group that threatened this balance, especially one
speaking of resurrection and a new kingdom, would face swift
opposition.

The Temple's Triple Role

The Temple was not simply a place of worship. It functioned as
the religious, economic, and political center of Jewish life.
Money changed hands there, power was negotiated there, and
the presence of God was believed to dwell there.

Honor and Shame Culture

In this world, public credibility mattered more than private
conviction. Reputation determined social standing, access to
resources, and community belonging. To be publicly shamed
was to lose power, to be publicly honored was to gain
influence.



ACTS 1:6-8

The Programmatic Moment

The disciples ask Jesus if this is the time when the kingdom will be restored to Israel. Their question reveals their expectation of political
power, military victory, and national sovereignty. Jesus does not rebuke the question, but reframes everything.

1 2 3
From Political Power To Spirit Power To Global Witness
The disciples imagined thrones, armies, Jesus redirects them to the Holy Spirit's Jerusalem is the starting point, not the
and the overthrow of Rome. coming and the power to be witnesses. destination. The gospel moves outward.

Waiting becomes an act of obedience, not delay. The disciples are told to stay in Jerusalem until the Spirit arrives. This is not passive waiting
but active preparation. Power will come, but it will look nothing like what they expected. The kingdom will advance not through violence or
political maneuvering, but through Spirit-filled witness in public spaces where truth confronts systems of control.



ACTS 2:1-13

Key Scripture Moment 1: Pentecost

The Spirit arrives publicly, not privately. There is wind, fire, and the sound of many languages spoken by people who should not know
them. This is not a quiet, individual spiritual experience. This is a public disruption that draws a crowd and demands explanation.

Public Arrival

The Spirit does not show up
in a hidden room or a private
prayer meeting alone. The
manifestation spills into the
streets where pilgrims from
across the known world can

see and hear.

Languages Signal
Inclusion

Every person hears the
gospel in their own
language. This is not
confusion like Babel, but
clarity. God is reversing
division and making the
message accessible across

cultural and linguistic lines.

Presence Moves from
Building to People

God's presence, once
confined to the Temple, now
rests on ordinary people.
The Spirit does not need a
structure. The people
become the dwelling place.

Visible and Audible
Movement

The movement is not
theoretical. People see fire,
hear languages, and feel the
weight of something
happening that cannot be
controlled or contained by
religious authorities.



ACTS 2:14-36

Key Scripture Moment 2: Peter's Proclamation

Peter stands up in public space and names what just happened. He interprets
Pentecost through the prophet Joel, declaring that God is pouring out the Spirit
on all flesh. Then he makes the central claim that will define the movement:
Jesus, whom you crucified, God raised from the dead. This Jesus is both Lord and
Messiah.

Peter uses Scripture to interpret recent events. He does not argue from personal
experience alone but grounds his testimony in the story of Israel. The
resurrection becomes the hinge point. If Jesus is raised, everything changes. The
powers that killed him did not have the final word. God did. And now, those same
powers must reckon with a community empowered by the Spirit to speak truth
publicly.

The Message Creates Response

Some believe and are baptized. Others mock and
resist. The proclamation does not create unity, it
creates decision. Public witness always does.




ACTS 2:42-47

Community Takes Shape

The new believers do not simply go home unchanged. They form a community marked by devotion to the apostles' teaching, fellowship,
breaking of bread, and prayer. But the description goes further than spiritual practices. They share their possessions, sell property, and

distribute resources to anyone in need.

Shared Life, Shared Worship and Growth Is Social and
Resources Economics Connected Relational

Economic sharing is not They worship in the Temple The Lord adds to their
optional or theoretical. It is eafpm— and break bread in homes. number daily. Growth is not
the visible expression of Their faith is both public and a result of programs but of a
their unity and trust in God's personal, both religious and visible, attractive community
provision through one economic. living differently.

another.

This is survival under pressure, not idealism. They are a marginalized group in a hostile environment. Sharing resources is how they make
it. Worship and mutual aid become inseparable.



ACTS 3:1-10

Key Scripture Moment 3: Healing at the Temple

Peter and John go to the Temple at the hour of prayer. A man who has been unable to walk since birth is carried there daily to beg. He asks
them for money. Peter says, "I have no silver or gold, but what I have I give you: in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk."

The man is healed instantly.
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Peter Walks &

BegsatGalce Commands Praises

This healing happens at the center of religious and political power. The Temple is not neutral space. It is controlled, monitored, and
represents the authority of those who killed Jesus. The sign creates a public question. People recognize the man and know his condition.
Now they see him walking and leaping and praising God. Authority is being challenged, but not through violence or rebellion. The
challenge comes through a visible act of restoration done in Jesus' name. The Temple, meant to be a place of God's presence, becomes a
contested space where the question is: who really speaks for God?



Power Pushes Back

The priests, the captain of the Temple, and the Sadducees are
disturbed. They arrest Peter and John. The issue is not the healing
itself but what the apostles are teaching: resurrection from the
dead. The Sadducees do not believe in resurrection, and here are
two unschooled men proclaiming that Jesus has been raised.

The next day, Peter and John stand before the rulers, elders, and
scribes. They are asked, "By what power or by what name did you
do this?" Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, answers plainly. The
healing happened through the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
whom you crucified and whom God raised from the dead.

Leaders Fear Public Opinion

The council sees the healed man standing there. They cannot
deny the sign. But they fear the people, so they command the
apostles to stop speaking in Jesus' name. The apostles refuse. The
real demand is silence.




ACTS 5:27-32

Key Scripture Moment 4: "We Must Obey God"

The apostles are arrested again. They are brought before the council and reminded that they were ordered not to teach in Jesus' name. The
high priest accuses them of intending to bring the blood of Jesus upon the leaders. Peter and the apostles respond with one of the most

direct statements in Acts.

"We must obey God rather than any human authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on
a tree. God exalted him at God's right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we
are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey God." (Acts 5:29-32, NRSVUE)

This is clear conflict between divine authority and human institutions. Obedience is framed as faithfulness, not rebellion. The apostles
expect consequences, but they will not manage their message to avoid them. The movement refuses to retreat into silence or compromise

its witness to protect itself. This is not defiance theater. This is costly faithfulness.



Integrity and Justice Inside the Church

The early church's witness is not only external. Internal integrity matters because trust is the foundation of shared life. Two stories illustrate
this.

Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 4:32-5:11) 1

A couple sells property but keeps back part of the proceeds
while claiming to give it all. Peter confronts them

separately. Both lie and both die. The severity of the 2 Food Distribution Dispute (Acts 6:1-7)
judgment shocks us, but it reveals the communal stakes.
Deception breaks trust, and trust is what holds the The Hellenistic Jewish widows are being overlooked in the
community together under pressure. daily distribution of food. The apostles recognize the

problem and organize a solution. Seven men are chosen to
ensure fairness. The church does not ignore inequity or
spiritualize it away. They address it structurally.

Honesty matters because the community's survival depends on it. Justice matters because faith that ignores inequity is not faithful. The
church organizes to correct injustice, showing that witness includes how resources are shared and who gets left out.



ACTS 6:8-7:60

Key Scripture Moment 5: Stephen's Witness and
Death

Stephen, one of the seven chosen to serve, performs signs and wonders among the people. He is brought before the council on false
charges. Instead of defending himself in the expected way, Stephen retells the story of Israel, but from the margins.
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Retelling Israel's Story Critiquing Temple Worship

Stephen traces the history from Abraham to Solomon, highlighting = He challenges the idea that God dwells in buildings made by human
how God's people have consistently resisted the Spirit and rejected hands, quoting Isaiah to argue that God is not confined to structures
God's messengers. or institutions.
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Accusing the Leaders Martyrdom as Witness

He directly accuses the council of betraying and murdering the The council drags Stephen out and stones him. As he dies, he sees
Righteous One, just as their ancestors killed the prophets. the heavens opened and asks God not to hold this sin against them.

Stephen's death marks a turning point. Persecution intensifies. The church scatters. But the scattering spreads the witness beyond
Jerusalem. Stephen's martyrdom is not the end, it is the beginning of a new phase.



What We Often Miss

These first seven chapters of Acts challenge many of our assumptions about what the church is and how faith operates in the world. We
often domesticate this text, reading it as a story of personal conversion and private spirituality. But that is not what Luke is showing us.

Witness Is Public and
Political

The apostles do not speak in
private. They speak in the
Temple, in the streets, before
councils. Their witness
challenges power.

The Spirit Disrupts
Order

The Holy Spirit does not
maintain the status quo. The
Spirit creates movement,
challenges authority, and
empowers the marginalized
to speak.

Faith Reshapes Economics and Power

&3

Conflict Is Not
Accidental

Resistance from religious
and political leaders is not a
side effect. It is the expected
result of faithful witness in
spaces where power is
contested.

Growth Attracts
Surveillance

The more the church grows,
the more attention it receives
from authorities. Visibility
brings both opportunity and
danger.

Shared resources, mutual aid, and economic justice are not peripheral. They are central to what it means to be the church.



One Uncomfortable Truth

Acts 1-7 shows a church that refuses
safety as a guiding value.

The apostles are arrested, threatened, beaten, and one is killed. The community shares resources in ways that make them vulnerable. They
speak publicly when silence would protect them. They organize for justice when conformity would be easier. They proclaim resurrection in
a world that prefers the finality of death.

The moment truth threatens stability, the cost becomes visible. But the church grows anyway. Not because it avoids conflict, but because it
remains faithful in the midst of it. This is not reckless or naive. This is what happens when people believe that God raised Jesus from the
dead and that the Spirit empowers them to live as if that matters more than their own safety.

We inherit this story. The question is whether we will read it as inspiration from a distant past or as a mirror that reveals where we have
traded faithfulness for security, public witness for private comfort, and Spirit-led disruption for institutional control.



FOR REFLECTION

Reflection Questions

1 Which moment in Acts 1-7 feels most threatening today, and why?

Consider which scene makes you uncomfortable or feels most risky if applied directly to contemporary church life.

2 Where do we prefer private faith over public witness?

Identify specific areas where the church has retreated from public space or avoided visible, costly testimony.

3 What does "obeying God rather than human authority" look like now?

Think concretely about systems, institutions, or cultural expectations that might conflict with faithful witness today.

4 How does the text connect faith, resources, and justice?

Reflect on the relationship between worship, economic sharing, and the correction of inequity in Acts 2-6.

5 [If the Spirit disrupted our order, what would we resist first?

Be honest about what structures, traditions, or comforts we might protect even if the Spirit were calling us to something different.



